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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for determining a correction characteristic curve
for adapting a characteristic curve of an injection system, in
which the correction characteristic curve includes at least
one deviation of a measured characteristic curve from a
setpoint characteristic curve, the at least one deviation
including a sum tolerance of at least two components of the
injection system, which have an effect on the characteristic
curve.
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1
METHOD FOR DETERMINING A
CORRECTION CHARACTERISTIC CURVE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method and a system for
determining a correction characteristic curve.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

So-called self-learning functions are designed to detect
and to store the properties and/or the tolerance situation as
well as the drift over the service life of a component of the
injection system during the operation of a common-rail
injection system, and to compute corresponding correction
values; this is disclosed in publication DE 10 2004 006 694
Al, for example.

Furthermore, devices are known for checking the fuel
pressure which do not have a metering unit (MU) and in
which a fuel pump (EFP) is used directly as the actuator for
the rail pressure control. In these devices, a so-called pump
characteristic curve results from the cooperation of various
components, e.g., the EFP, the high-pressure pump, the
EDC, and the lines as the characteristic curve for the
high-pressure control.

Publication DE 10 2006 000 238 Al discusses a control
unit for a fuel supply system which has a common-rail
accumulator for fuel which is supplied to an internal com-
bustion engine via an injection. A learning device provided
here stores the characteristic curve deviations which are
computed by a first and a second computing device in a
backup storage as learning values.

A method for controlling an internal combustion engine is
discussed in publication DE 10 2007 036 684 Al. In this
case, the adaptation of a state of a fuel vapor flushing system
of the internal combustion engine and an adaptive learning
of a characteristic curve of the fuel supply system are
provided. A routine may, for example, include the adaptive
learning of injector characteristic curves, fuel pump char-
acteristic curves, or air metering errors.

Publication DE 10 2004 053 124 A1 discusses a common-
rail fuel injection system. A control unit, which is also
described, includes a learning device which controls a
metering valve control value supplied to an intake metering
valve of the common-rail fuel injection system in order to
control the opening degree of the intake metering valve. The
learning device controls the metering valve control value in
such a way that the opening degree of the intake metering
valve continuously increases starting from a preset value,
which is lower than a limiting value, which implements the
maximum ejection rate of the high-pressure pump, for
implementing a maximum ejection rate. The learning device
includes the instantaneous metering valve control value,
which is supplied to the intake metering valve, as a maxi-
mum ejection rate control value, the learning device learning
that the high-pressure pump reaches the maximum ejection
rate at the maximum ejection rate control value.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Against this background, a method and a system having
the features of the independent patent claims are presented.
Further embodiments of the present invention result from
the further description herein.

With the aid of the exemplary embodiments and/or exem-
plary methods of the present invention, a learning function
for adapting a characteristic curve of at least one component
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of an injection system, e.g., an adaptive metering curve for
checking a fuel pressure, among other things, is made
available. Thus, a rail pressure control is typically possible
via the fuel pump (EFP). The learning function may be used
to determine at least one deviation of an instantaneously
measured actual variable from a setpoint characteristic
curve.

In order to reduce the overall tolerance of a device or
system for checking the fuel pressure, a learning function is
applied which detects the largest possible portion of toler-
ances of different components of an injection system and
thus the sum tolerance of these components.

In one embodiment, the applied learning function is
configured to detect the deviations of the pump character-
istic curve with regard to a setpoint characteristic curve or a
nominal characteristic curve, to store them, and to ascertain
correction values. Within the scope of the exemplary
embodiments and/or exemplary methods of the present
invention, it is typically provided that the ascertained cor-
rection characteristic curve includes the sum tolerance of the
components involved in the injection system. Since the
deviations of the individual components vary for different
operating conditions, the learning method detects only that
portion of the deviations which correlates with the operating
parameters taken into account in the learning method. Only
a residual deviation of the injection system remains which
cannot be corrected using the present learning function.
However, a considerable increase in accuracy compared to
a device and/or an injection system without a learning
function is achieved and the robustness of the injection
system with regard to tolerances of individual components
and drifts is improved.

Actuator tolerances in the high-pressure control usually
result in a deteriorated controller behavior or in a safety or
substitute function being triggered. In one embodiment of
the present invention, a learning algorithm for an adaptive
metering curve (adaptive metering control, AMC) for con-
trolling the fuel pressure is applied and transferred, in one
embodiment, to a correction and/or a learning of a charac-
teristic curve of the fuel pump, and thus a pump character-
istic curve, and/or a pilot control engine characteristic map.

Furthermore, additional operating parameters may be
taken into account in the learning method which are used to
correct the learning values as a function of these operating
parameters using correlation curves or engine characteristic
maps which are stored in a module of the device designed as
a control unit, for example.

The system according to the present invention is config-
ured to carry out all steps of the presented method. Indi-
vidual steps of this method may also be carried out by
individual components of this system. Furthermore, func-
tions of the system or functions of the individual compo-
nents of the system may be implemented as steps of the
method. In addition, it is possible to implement the steps of
this method as functions of at least one component of the
system or of the entire system.

Further advantages and embodiments of the present
invention result from the description and the appended
drawings.

It is understood that the above-named features and the
features to be elucidated below are usable not only in the
particular given combination, but also in other combinations
or alone, without departing from the scope of the present
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a diagram of a fuel pressure in an accumu-
lator injection system.
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FIG. 2 shows a diagram of a first specific embodiment of
the method according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 shows a diagram of a second specific embodiment
of the method according to the present invention.

FIG. 4 schematically shows an example of an accumula-
tor injection system as well as a first specific embodiment of
a system according to the present invention.

FIG. 5 shows a diagram of a finite state machine of a third
specific embodiment of the method according to the present
invention.

FIG. 6 shows a diagram of a fourth specific embodiment
of the method according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The exemplary embodiments and/or exemplary methods
of the present invention are illustrated schematically on the
basis of specific embodiments in the drawings and is
described in greater detail in the following with reference to
the drawings.

The figures are described cohesively and comprehen-
sively; identical reference numerals identify identical com-
ponents.

In the diagram from FIG. 1, a fuel pressure is plotted
along an ordinate 2 in an injection system designed as an
accumulator injection system, and thus a rail pressure of a
common-rail system is plotted against an abscissa 4 for the
time. In the diagram from FIG. 1, a first curve 6 for a setpoint
value of the pressure, a second curve 8 for an overshoot of
a rapidly controlled pressure, and a third curve 10 for a
slowly controlled pressure are shown. Moreover, the dia-
gram from FIG. 1 shows a fourth curve 14, which results
when a specific embodiment of the method according to the
present invention is used, for the pressure having an adaptive
correction characteristic curve of a fuel pump for correcting
a pump characteristic curve of the injection system. FIG. 1
shows that the best approach to first curve 6 for the setpoint
value of the pressure is achieved by fourth curve 14.

Within the scope of a first and a second specific embodi-
ment of the method according to the present invention,
steady-state deviations are learned for controlling the fuel
pressure. For this purpose, a PIDT, controller 20 is used.
Moreover, a flow portion is used as a measure of the
deviation of the fuel pump and/or of the metering unit from
a nominal value or a setpoint value of an operating param-
eter in the case of a steady-state setpoint value. Within the
scope of the method according to the exemplary embodi-
ments and/or exemplary methods of the present invention, at
least two concepts may be used for learning the steady-state
flow portion.

Here, a correction intervention into a characteristic curve
of the fuel pump, and thus the pump characteristic curve
(PCC), takes place in one first specific embodiment (FIG. 2).

In one second specific embodiment of the method (FIG.
3), the correction intervention is carried out for a pilot
control engine characteristic map (PCECM).

The diagram from FIG. 2 shows a sequence for the first
specific embodiment of a method according to the present
invention, while the diagram from FIG. 3 describes the
second specific embodiment of the method according to the
present invention.

Both diagrams include the following common compo-
nents: a first pre-checking device 16 and a second pre-
checking device 18, a PIDT, controller 20, an inverted pump
characteristic curve 22, and a flow control device 24. Pre-
checking devices 16, 18 provide a pilot control engine
characteristic map. Moreover, an injection system 26 which
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is designed as an accumulator injection system or a com-
mon-rail system and which has a pressure sensor 28 is
schematically illustrated in both diagrams.

It is furthermore provided that actual value 31 of the
pressure is also supplied from pressure sensor 28 to PIDT,
controller 20. In both diagrams, PIDT, controller 20,
inverted pump characteristic curve 22, control unit 24, as
well as accumulator injection system 26 form a control loop.

Moreover, the diagram from FIG. 2 shows an associated
correction characteristic curve 29 for correcting pump char-
acteristic curve 22. For this purpose, this associated correc-
tion characteristic curve 29 for the pump is situated within
the control loop in the diagram from FIG. 2 in the first
specific embodiment of the method according to the present
invention in such a way that correction characteristic curve
29 is ascertained within the control loop. The characteristic
curve implemented as pump characteristic curve 22 is cor-
rected within the control loop using correction characteristic
curve 29.

In the diagram from FIG. 3 for carrying out the second
specific embodiment of the method according to the present
invention, a correction characteristic curve 33 for the pilot
control engine characteristic map is situated outside the
control loop so that correction characteristic curve 33 is
made available outside the control loop. Thus, the pilot
control engine characteristic map is corrected in this case
outside the control loop using correction characteristic curve
33. Pilot control engine characteristic map (PCECM) is
made available by pre-checking devices 16, 18.

Within the scope of the specific embodiments of the
method according to the present invention shown with
reference to the diagrams from FIGS. 2 and 3, a setpoint
value 30 for a fuel pressure and a value for a cooling
temperature 32 are supplied to first pre-checking device 16
as the operating parameters. A rotational speed 34 of the
internal combustion engine and a value for a volume flow 36
of the fuel within injection system 26 are supplied to second
pre-checking device 18 as the operating parameters.

In the first specific embodiment of the method according
to the present invention, an adaptation of a characteristic
curve, formed as pump characteristic curve 22, takes place
with the aid of correction characteristic curve 29, as shown
with reference to the diagram from FIG. 2. In this case,
steady-state flow portions of the fuel are stored in correction
characteristic curve 29 for the pump as learning values. A
fuel quantity requested by the fuel pump is supplied to a
correction input.

In the second specific embodiment of the method accord-
ing to the present invention (diagram from FIG. 3), an
adaptation of the pilot control engine characteristic map is
carried out. Here, too, steady-state flow portions of the fuel
are ascertained via the learning values of a learning function
and stored as deviations in correction characteristic curve
33. Moreover, a pilot control quantity is supplied in the
correction input.

Both in the first and in the second specific embodiments
of the method according to the present invention, the learn-
ing function or a learning algorithm is applied to determine
correction characteristic curves 29, 33, an associated adap-
tation of correction characteristic curves 29, 33 being carried
out. Moreover, the supporting point positions of correction
characteristic curves 29, 33 are adapted to a characteristic
curve of injection system 26. New learning values for
correction characteristic curves 29, 33 are merged with
already present supporting points. For this purpose, support-
ing points having a low information content may be replaced
by more meaningful supporting points. Using these mea-
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sures, a high learning speed may be achieved for correction
characteristic curves 29, 33. Errors which may occur during
the carried-out learning process may be corrected.

Moreover, the gradient is monitored for correction char-
acteristic curves 29, 33. By monitoring the local gradients of
correction characteristic curves 29, 33, it is thus possible to
ensure a monotony of pump characteristic curve 22 to be
corrected thereby or of the pilot control engine characteristic
map to be corrected thereby. It is also possible to ensure a
stability of the control of the fuel pressure in injection
system 26 in the presence of unphysical learning values.

With the aid of the method, an optimal control behavior
may be ensured over an entire service life of injection
system 26. A pressure dynamics may be improved by
complying with admissible pressure overshoots. The method
may also be used for various low-pressure circuits of injec-
tion system 26. In addition, a pressure control behavior in
the case of common tolerances of components of injection
system 26 may be improved. It is also possible to extend a
service life of injection system 26 in the case of overshoots
for high pressures within injection system 26.

FIG. 4 schematically shows an injection system 300
designed as an accumulator injection system for injecting
fuel into an internal combustion engine according to the
common-rail or accumulator injection method. This injec-
tion system 300 includes as components a reservoir 302 for
the fuel, a fuel pump 304 and thus a pump for pumping the
fuel from reservoir 302, as well as a high-pressure pump
308. This high-pressure pump 308 is designed to build up
and maintain a fuel pressure within a high-pressure accu-
mulator 310. For operating the internal combustion engine,
the fuel is injected from fuel accumulator 310 into the
combustion chambers of the internal combustion engine. In
addition, injection system 300 includes a rail pressure sensor
312. The above-named components of the injection system
are also connected to one another via lines 315 which are
also designed as components of injection system 300.

In FIG. 4, one system 316 according to the present
invention includes two modules 318, 320, which are
designed as components of a control unit 322. Control unit
322 is also designed in this case to monitor and/or check and
thus control and/or regulate the functions of the individual
above-mentioned components of injection system 300 for an
operation of injection system 300 regardless of whether the
method according to the present invention is carried out.

It is provided that first module 318 of system 316 deter-
mines a correction characteristic curve for adapting a char-
acteristic curve of injection system 300 which includes at
least one deviation of a measured characteristic curve from
a nominal characteristic curve or setpoint characteristic
curve. This correction characteristic curve is detected and
stored, and a correction value of the correction characteristic
curve is ascertained. For this purpose, the at least one
deviation includes a sum tolerance of at least two or all
components of injection system 300 and, if necessary, a sum
tolerance of control unit 322, which has an effect on the
characteristic curve.

Second module 320 ascertains the at least one deviation
using a learning function. In this way, an adaptive check of
the fuel pressure in the injection system is possible, among
other things.

Due to the interaction of the two modules 318, 320, the at
least one deviation is stored in a memory of system 300,
which is situated in second module 320, and the correction
characteristic curve is ascertained therefrom, and at least one
characteristic value from the correction characteristic curve
is adapted to the learning function. As the characteristic
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curve, a pump characteristic curve of a pump of the injection
system and/or a pilot control engine characteristic map of
the injection system may be adapted and/or corrected using
a correction characteristic curve. Using second module 320,
a function of at least one component of the injection system
may be checked, taking into account the correction charac-
teristic curve.

As FIGS. 1 through 3 show, the high-pressure is usually
controlled in the present invention by fuel pump 304 (EFP),
an inverted pump characteristic curve 22 which describes
the result of a cooperation of the components of injection
systems 26, 300 being plotted for an injection system 26,
300. This characteristic curve, which is designed as an
inverted pump characteristic curve 22 and which is usually
also inverted, typically shows the connection between the
supply quantity (flow through) of fuel through high-pressure
pump 308 as a function of the activating electric current, the
activating voltage, and/or the duty factor of the output stage
of control unit 322 of fuel pump 304. This characteristic
curve thus represents the sum of properties of the compo-
nents involved in an injection to be carried out and their
effect on the flow through high-pressure pump 308.

The control loop which is designed as a high-pressure
control loop, for example, and the learning and/or the
correction function are designed in such a way that they
work with the values of the hydraulic flow through, which
may be a high-pressure flow through. A controller as a
component of control unit 322 adjusts the flow through
according to the conditions of the rail pressure control on the
basis of the setpoint and the actual pressures. This flow
through is compared to a nominal value via the learning
function. At least one deviation from the nominal value is
stored using the learning function. A correction function
from learned correction characteristic curves 29, 33 is used
to ascertain a correction value for the flow through. In
addition, according to the specific embodiments from FIGS.
2 and 3, for example, the pilot control and/or the input value
having learned correction characteristic curves 29, 33 is/are
corrected in pump characteristic curve 22 by the correction
function using the correction value. It is provided that the
correction function does not correct the activating voltage or
the activating current of fuel pump 304, but rather the flow
through on a higher system level.

Since pump characteristic curve 22 of injection system
26, 300 represents the sum of properties of the different
components of injection system 26, 300 which are shown in
the above-described figures, and all these components may
have tolerances, the consequence is that the deviation of the
flow through from a nominal value is the result of the sum
of these tolerances. Since injection system 26, 300 is not
able to recognize which tolerance causes the deviation, it
may happen that the flow through corrected by the learning
and/or the correction function does not correspond to the
actual flow through. In this case, this usually is a virtual flow
through for which, however, by taking into account pump
characteristic curve 22, the flow through which is needed by
injection system 26, 300 is set by the control signal of fuel
pump 304, without an intervention of the controller being
necessary. During a dynamic operation, this results in an
optimal behavior of the rail pressure, even if the components
have tolerances, as indicated in the diagram from FIG. 1.

One possible aspect with regard to the learning of the sum
tolerance is the above-described correlation between the
flow through as the sum of properties of various components
of injection system 26, 300 and the fact that the learning and
the correction are carried out in the range of the flow
through.
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The diagram from FIG. 5 shows a correlation between
states 180, 182, 184, 186, 188 which result in a third specific
embodiment of the method according to the present inven-
tion.

Here, an initialization is carried out in a first state 180.
Furthermore, an interaction between first state 180 and a
second state 182, in which the method is started, is provided.

In second state 182 and thus the start of the method,
evaluation variables are established and monitoring limits
are initialized. In the interaction between first state 180 and
second state 182, an activation of the adapted pump char-
acteristic curve is carried out, the state of the control having
the monitored operation in a closed control loop (Rail_stCtl-
Loop=5) in an interaction 190, and the absolute value of the
rail pressure control deviation being below a predefined
threshold  (IRail_pDvtl<app_value).  Limits  (app_
value<FISys_t<app_value) are provided for system tem-
perature (FISup_t) which allow the unlimited operation of
the injection system.

Starting from second state 182, the evaluation variables
are summed up in a third state 184 by establishing 192 the
state for control (Rail_stCtlL.oop=5) and rail pressure con-
trol deviation (IRail_pDvtl<app_value). Starting from third
state 184, a predefined number of summations
(Cnt=app_value) is established 194 in a first variant. Based
on that, a calculation of an adaptation and thus a learning
value of a learning function are carried out in a fourth state
186 to determine the deviations for the correction charac-
teristic curves. Furthermore, a new correction characteristic
curve is formed on the basis of the adaptation and/or the
learning value. After fourth state 186, a new correction
characteristic curve is activated in a fifth state 188, and
subsequently, an initialization takes place corresponding to
first state 180.

Starting from third state 184 and thus the summation of
the evaluation variables, it is also possible that the first state
and thus the initialization follows directly after third state
184. In this variant, it is provided in an establishment 196
that the state of the control does not have the monitored
operation in closed control loop (Rail_stCtlLoop=~5), that the
absolute value of the rail pressure control deviation is
greater than a  predefined  threshold  (IRail_
pDvtl>app_value), that the absolute value of the initial value
of an integrator of the control is greater than a predefined
value (IRail_dvolMeUnCtl-1_initl>app_value), and that the
absolute value of the volume flow control value is greater
than a  predefined wvalue (IRail_dvolMeUnSet_
Vol_initI>app_value).

FIG. 6 shows a diagram to illustrate a sequence of a fifth
specific embodiment of the method according to the present
invention. For this purpose, a new learning value is made
available for a learning function in a first step 216. In a
second step 218, a distance of the learning value from a
learning point is determined. If such a determination is
possible, a calculation 220 of an information content of the
characteristic value is carried out in a third step 220.
Subsequently, it is checked whether a free supporting point
is present 222.

If such a free supporting point is present, learning value
216 is input 224. Should distance determination 218 not be
possible, distance determination 226 of new learning value
216 is carried out starting from a merging point. If this
distance determination 226 is possible, the supporting points
are merged 228. If this is not possible, new learning value
216 is rejected and an old, already present correction char-
acteristic curve is kept 230.
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If a determination 222 of a free supporting point is not
possible, a variable 232 of the information content of new
learning value 216 is determined. If the information content
is greater than the information content of an existing sup-
porting point, the supporting point is deleted and new
learning value 216 as well as at least one information content
with regard to new learning value 216 are input into a new
correction characteristic curve.

If variable determination 232 results in the information
content being lower than the existing information contents
of all supporting points, the new learning value is rejected
and the old correction characteristic curve is kept 230.

Starting from supporting point fusion 228 as well as
carried-out inputs 224, 234, a gradient of the correction
characteristic curve is checked 236 at new learning value
216. If the gradient is not in order, new learning value 216
is rejected and the old correction characteristic curve is kept
230.

If check 236 of gradient mg,, is in order, a value range
of learning value 216 is checked 238 in an additional step.
If the value range is in order, the at least one information
content of new learning value 216 is updated 240. If check
238 of the value range results in it not being in order, the
value range is delimited 242 and an error bit is set, and the
at least one information content is only updated 240 there-
after.

Finally, the supporting point having the at least one
information content for new learning value 216 is detected
244 and thus stored and sorted for the correction character-
istic curve to be determined and/or updated.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for determining a correction characteristic
curve for adapting a characteristic curve of an injection
system, the method comprising:

ascertaining at least one deviation using a learning func-

tion, wherein the correction characteristic curve
includes the at least one deviation, which is of a
measured characteristic curve from a setpoint charac-
teristic curve;

wherein the at least one deviation includes a sum toler-

ance of at least two components of the injection system
which have an effect on the characteristic curve.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein a sum tolerance of all
components of the injection system is taken into account.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the at least one
deviation is stored and the correction characteristic curve is
ascertained therefrom, and wherein the learning function is
adapted using the ascertained correction characteristic
curve.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein as the characteristic
curve, a pump characteristic curve of a pump of the injection
system is adapted.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein as the characteristic
curve, a pilot control engine characteristic map of the
injection system is adapted.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is per-
formed in a certain operating condition of the injection
system, the certain operating condition being characterized
by at least one operating parameter, and wherein only the
portion of the deviation which correlates with the at least one
operating parameter is taken into account for the correction
characteristic curve.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein at least two, but not all,
of a fuel pump, a fuel control unit, a high-pressure pump, a
fuel accumulator, and lines are taken into account as com-
ponents of the injection system for the sum tolerance.
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8. A system for determining a correction characteristic
curve for adapting a characteristic curve of an injection
system, comprising:

a control unit including at least one first module which
determines a correction characteristic curve, including 5
at least one deviation of a measured characteristic curve
from a setpoint characteristic curve, the at least one first
module having the at least one deviation taking into
account a sum tolerance of at least two components of
the injection system which have an effect on the char- 10
acteristic curve, the at least one deviation being ascer-
tained using a learning function.

9. The system of claim 8, the control unit further com-

prising:

at least one second module configured to check a function 15
of at least one component of the injection system,
taking into account the correction characteristic curve.

#* #* #* #* #*
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